Greetings from the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan....no, I don't know what a

 Hashemite is, but I am pretty sure they have been around a longgg time.

 You can use a Bible to figure out a lot in this region of the world.

 Really something to see the River Jordan and Mount Nebo (Moses saw the

 Holy Land from there).   Big time history in this region.  Incredible that

 you can stand there and realize that you are looking at the same Jordan

 River that you sing about from a small church in the mountains of

 Tennessee.  The spread of Christianity (and Islam) from this part of the

 world is quite an interesting concept by itself.  Hey, did you know you

 had tuned into "The Discovery Channel"?

 Recently returned from a visit to Jordan.  Very western compared to my

 usual hangouts.  First time my shoes were not covered with

 dust/sand/mud/blood (ok, no blood, but it sounded kinda macho for a

 minute) and it was nice to be in a big city with real traffic lights, that

 people obeyed...most of the time.   Very interesting country and really

 coming into it's own right now.

 When loading on the plane to Jordan, you immediately notice a large

 contingent of young  Muslim women going to Jordan from Indonesia.  It is

 amazing how many of these young girls (16-21) are going to other countries

 to be domestic workers (really more slaves than workers).  They come from

 pretty dismal villages with zero opportunities, so they get signed up to

 work as cleaners, cooks, maids, nannies, etc, for the well to do in this

 region.  You have to feel for them because they are lost children in the

 woods.  They huddle very close to each other and clutch all their

 possessions (one duffle bag) like it is the last thing in the world.  The

 flight attendants are usually very nice and patient with them as they

 don't even know what a seatbelt is in most cases.  Oops, you got stuck on

 the Sally Struthers "Children of the World Channel" - sorry about that,

 where was I?

 Anyway, Jordan and the US are having an old fashioned love fest right now.

 The current king Abdullah bin Al Hussein, is definitely one of the most

 modern and progressive rulers in the region.  His father, who we recognize

 easily, King Hussein was quite a leader as well.  Both were educated in

 the west and very moderate leaders who have taken this small country into

 the next century very smoothly.   Education is a big deal and business is

 bigger.  King Abdullah has been a very close ally to the US during the

 Iraq situation and his country is reaping the benefits.  Every day you see

 large convoys of supplies and equipment traveling into Iraq from Jordan

 and the economy is booming.  Lots of construction and growth. 

 Jordan looks alot like Southern California.  Lots of olive trees, grass

 (what a concept!), rocky hills, bush, etc.  It is very high compared to

 here in the Gulf.  I think we were up to 3000ft plus at Mount Nebo - I

 needed oxygen and some high altitude medication, um, what was that

 medicine?  Oh yeah, beer (Amstel brewery in Amman!)  Jordan has big time

 desert on the east and the mountains that lead down to the Dead Sea on the

 west.  Lots of tourist buses working the Dead Sea region and especially

 all the cosmetics produced there - bath salts, mud treatments, etc.  Three

 or four world class spas at the Dead Sea that the tourists are flocking to

 as they are afraid of violence on the Israeli side of the Sea.  Amman is

 build on seven large hills - whoa, a hill!  What a concept.  I have been

 living at minus sea level for so long that I almost flopped out running up

 the hills.  Fortunately, there was the Amstel Hospital nearby.....oh yeah.

 Regarding King Abdullah, he is a very good supporter of the US military.

 Very popular with his own forces too.  He is a helicopter pilot and loves

 to fly and visit the forces.  During a recent US Navy Seal exercise, our

 guys noticed a large power boat with escorts watching them work off their

 fast boats.  Suddenly, one of the escort boats powers over to the Seals

 and two very large Jordanian special forces guys bring aboard a monster

 cooler and tell the Seals it was from the King as a gift.  They open it up

 and it is loaded with ice cold Gatorade, beer, and soft drinks.  They look

 up and the King is waving at them from his powerboat's upper deck.  Pretty

 good stuff!    The Queen of Jordan, Rania, is also very popular.  Very

 beautiful with three children and she likes to drive her own SUV around

 with the kids (and a VERY large escort of Jordanian police).  The Royals

 are popular here, no doubt about it (and with the Seals too!)

 Well, it goes without saying that Jordan is a oasis of moderate Islam and

 blended culture in the Middle East.  Very interesting country that stood

 by us during the Iraqi crisis in the face of alot of criticism from it's

 neighbors and some other countries I will not mention (ok, I will - France

 and Germany).  I was impressed.  I fact I was so impressed that I am going

 to study some of their exports and commercial products right

 now.......well what should I do first?  How about Amstel?
